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Meet the Press

BESPOKE TREAS

orty-vear-old Luke Ives Pontifell is in
his Thornwillow Press studio (a for-

mer coat factory), in Newburgh, New
York, standing by a turn-of-the-century Carver
printing press while inspecting a leather-bound
edition of Obama’s inaugural speech. A differ-
ent press cranks out note cards with an exqui-
site tiny pug motif. Bookplates with incredibly
detailed heraldic crests are scattered about,
and hundreds of pieces of type are stored in
font cabinets. Two of Pontifell’s favorite type-
faces—Garamond, which came into promi-
nence in the 16th century, and Bulmer, an
18th-century face—are among the 20 he uses
in regular rotation.

Thornwillow Press, a limited-edition publish-
ing company and boutique-
stationery outfit (thornwillow
.com), is the source of the
Nile for beautiful paper ob-
jects. Most people discover it

FROM BOOKS TO STATIONERY

by way of its cheeky
cards, which feature
such images as grass-
hoppers toasting, pigs
flying, and ducks with
paddles all in a row.
But Pontifell, who
started binding books
at his kitchen table at 16, also has a legion of
fans—mostly private clients—who order prod-
ucts ranging from monogrammed paper to cus-
tom books, which can be found in such impres-
sive places as the White House, the Vatican,
and private libraries around the world.

But in this age of tweets and Kindles, do notes
on sumptuous stock and made-to-measure nov-
els make sense? “In a funny
way,” explains Pontifell, “beau-
tiful cards are the most prag-
matic thing you could own right

now.” CYNTHIA KLING

HOME
WHERE DO YOU LIVE MALBU.
FAVORITE ART MONA KUHN.
SHEETS JAMES PERSE. STATIONERY
PERSONALIZED. PETS A BEAGLE AND A MUTT.
FAVORITE GADGET THe Fup.

CAR MATTE-BLACK RUBICON JEEP. FAVORITE
NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT
PLATE, IN MALIBU. FAVORITE COCKTAIL
SHort oF DON Juuio RePOSADO.

MY STUFF

Perse

James Perse,
photographed
at the Malibu
Lumber Yard
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J ames Perse, known for his ultra-luxe
seamless T-shirts, has expanded his
ready-to-wear collection and will open a
new boutique in Malibu this summer.
Perse’s lifestyle shop, inspired by the
beach, offers everything from linens and
furniture to surfboards, Ping-Pong tables,
and limited-edition beach cruisers.
Herewith, his favorite things. ..

Submariner
Rolex

Vans slip-on

CLOTHES
JEANS LEVI’S. BOXERS OR
BRIEFS BOXERS. FAVORITE DESIGNER
Rick OWENS., SNEAKERS VANS.
WATCH ROLEX. T-SHIRT JAMES
PERSE. FLIP-FLOPS SANUK.

INSPIRATIONS
FAVORITE DISCOVERY MATUSE WET SUITS.
WHO INSPIRES YOU MY SON.
FAVORITE HOTEL THE REGENCY
IN New York City, FAVORITE
CHARITY BEAGLE RESCUES. FAVORITE
PLACE IN THE WORLD CABO SAN
Lucas. FAVORITE COLORS
MATTE BLACK AND WHITE. FAVORITE
MOVIE NomNG Hitt. FAVORITE BEACH
EL MATADOR STATE BEACH.
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